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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SAM-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 

INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-03 

SS-20 USIA-15 AID-20 EB-11 IGA-02 OMB-01 TRSE-00 

DRC-01 /136W 

129159 

R031451Z JUN 74 
FM AMEMBASSY LISBON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9735 
INFO USCINCEUR 

SECRET LISBON 2232 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, PO 

SUB J : FY 1976-80 SECURITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
GUIDANCE FOR PORTUGAL 

REF: STATE 031505 

SUMMARY: GIVEN CURRENT SITUATION IN PORTUGAL IN AFTERMATH 

OF APRIL 25 COUP, WE BELIEVE IT INADVISABLE AT THIS 

STAGE TO ATTEMPT LONG RANGE ANALYSIS OF MILITARY 

ASSISTANCE TO PORTUGAL. THIS STATEMENT IS SUBMITTED TO 

MEET PLANNING SCHEDULES. IT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE TO 

CONSIDER FUTURE MILITARY ASSISTANCE POLICY IN THE CONTEXT OF THE 

ENHANCED IMPORTANCE OF THE MILITARY IN POST-COUP PORTUGAL, AND THE 

EVALUATION OF US-PORTUGUESE RELATIONS. END SUMMARY. 

1. THIS ASSESSMENT OF SECURITY ASSISTANCE ISSUES BY THE 
CHIEF OF MISSION IS SUBMITTED IN ORDER TO MEET PLANNING 
GUIDELINES. THE SITUATION IN PORTUGAL REMAINS FLUID 

IN THE WAKE OF THE APRIL 25, 1974 COUP D'ETAT, AND IT 

WOULD BE PREMATURE NOW TO DRAW LONG-RANGE CONCLUSIONS FOR 

US MILITARY ASSISTANCE POLICY. 
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2. THE CHIEF OF MISSION CONSIDERS THAT THE NEED FOR US 
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MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO PORTUGAL, AT LEAST IN THE SHORT-RUN, 

REMAINS AS BEFORE. MILITARY ASSISTANCE CONTRIBUTES TO A 
CLIMATE OF WARM BILATERAL RELATIONS IN WHICH US OBJECTIVES 
(INCLUDING OUR TENURE IN THE AZORES) CAN BE FRUITFULLY 
PURSUED. IN ADDITION, SECURITY ASSISTANCE ASSURES A 
DEGREE OF ACCESS TO, AND INFLUENCE WITH, PORTUGUESE 
MILITARY PERSONNEL, IN SUPPORT OF NATO OBJECTIVES. CLEARLY, 

THE ROLE OF THE MILITARY IS FAR MORE IMPORTANT TODAY 
THAN BEFORE APRIL 25. 

3. EFFECTIVENESS OF MILITARY ASSISTANCE IN THE PAST MUST BE 

JUDGED IN LIGHT OF EXTREMELY SMALL PROGRAM OVER PAST DECADE. DESPITE 
FACT THAT PROGRAM REPRESENTS ONLY TOKEN CONTRIBUTION TO 
PORTUGUESE MILITARY EFFORT, PROGRAM HAS MADE A POSITIVE 
CONTRIBUTION TO US/PORTUGUESE RELATIONS. 

4. WASHINGTON AGENCIES SHOULD BE PREPARED TO CONSIDER 
POLICY CHANGES GIVEN NEW PORTUGUESE ORIENTATION RESULTING 
FROM APRIL 25 COUP D ETAT. HAVING PROMISED SELF-DETERMINATION 
IN AFRICA ANDPOLITICAL PARTICIPATION TO THE AFRICAN 
LIBERATION MOVEMENTS, THE PORTUGUESE ARE LIKELY TO 
ASSUME THAT US RESISTANCE TO PROVIDING MILITARY ITEMS 

FOR AFRICA HAS CHANGED OR WILL DO SO, GIVEN LONG- 
TIME US SUPPORT FOR SELF-DETERMINATION. SCOTT 
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